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This historical resources survey report is produced for the purposes of meeting requirements 

under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act, the Antiquities Code of Texas, and 

other cultural resource legislation related to environmental clearance as applicable. 
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Abstract 

The proposed Interstate Highway (I-) 35 Capital Express Central Project is to improve an 

approximately 8-mile segment of I-35 from U.S. Highway (US) 290 East to US 290 West/State 

Highway (SH) 71. The project Area of Potential Effects (APE) includes a portion of Emmanuel 

United Methodist Church (Emmanuel UMC), which was recommended not eligible as a local 

landmark or for the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) as part of the 2016 East Austin 

Survey conducted by Hardy-Heck-Moore, Inc. (HHM, Inc.). Reconnaissance-level investigations 

for the current project identified Emmanuel UMC for its potential eligibility and concluded that 

intensive-level work would be required to provide a definitive NRHP evaluation for Emmanuel 

UMC. A description of the overall project area and detailed survey results are included in the 

reconnaissance Historic Resources Survey Report. 

 

On behalf of the Texas Department of Transportation Environmental Affairs Division, Mead & 

Hunt, Inc. performed an intensive survey in January and February 2022 to provide a definitive 

evaluation of NRHP eligibility for Emmanuel UMC. The intensive survey included extensive 

research, fieldwork, and comparative analysis. 

 

Based on the findings of the intensive survey, Emmanuel UMC is recommended eligible for 

listing in the NRHP at the local level under Criterion A in the area of Ethnic Heritage and 

Criterion C in the area of Architecture through application of Criteria Consideration A: Religious 

Properties. Based on the project designs as shown on August 2022 schematics and design 

files, both build alternatives (Alternative 2 and Modified Alternative 3) would have no adverse 

effect to NRHP-eligible Emmanuel UMC.  
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Project Identification  

Á Report Completion Date: 09/ 30/ 2022 

Á Date(s) of Fieldwork: 01/ 14/ 2022; 02/27/2022  

Á Survey Type: ἦ Windshield ἦ Reconnaissance Ἠ Intensive 

Á Report Version: ἦ Draft Ἠ Final 

Á Regulatory Jurisdiction: Ἠ Federal ἦ State 

Á TxDOT Contract Number: WA57008SH004 

Á District or Districts: Austin 

Á County or Counties: Travis 

Á Highway or Facility: Interstate Highway (I-) 35 

Á Project Limits:  

Á From: U.S. Highway (US) 290 East 

Á To: US 290 West/State Highway (SH) 71 

Á Main CSJ Number 0015-13-388 

Á Report Author(s): Angela Hronek; Mead & Hunt, Inc. (Mead & Hunt) 

Á Principal Investigators: Rick Mitchell and Emily Pettis, Mead & Hunt 

Á List of Preparers: Rick Mitchell ð Principal Investigator, directed fieldwork and 

research activities, performed quality control for intensive 

survey products, reviewed National Register of Historic 

Places (NRHP) evaluation, prepared and reviewed effect 

recommendation.  

 

Emily Pettis ð Principal Investigator, performed quality 

control for intensive survey products, reviewed NRHP 

evaluation and effect recommendation. 

 

Angela Hronek ð primary author of intensive survey report, 

led intensive-level research. 

 

Lauren Kelly ð participated in fieldwork and research and 

assisted in intensive survey report preparation. 

 

Caroline Bruchman ð prepared field survey maps, survey 

report maps, and GIS deliverables.  
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Area of Potential Effects (APE) 

 

 δExisting ROW 

 δ150õ from Proposed ROW and Easements 

 δ300õ from Proposed ROW and Easements 

 χCustom: Emmanuel United Methodist Church (200 Brushy Street, Travis Central 

Appraisal District [TCAD] parcel 191639). (Note: The APE for the I-35 Capital 

Express Central Project reconnaissance HRSR extends 150 feet beyond the 

projectõs Environmental Study Area.) 

Á Historic-Age Survey Cut-Off Date: 1980  

Á Study Area: For the I-35 Capital Express Central Project  as a whole, the historic 

resources study area extends 1,300 feet beyond proposed new ROW 

and easements. Results of the overall study area analysis are 

available in the projectõs Historic Resources Research Design and 

reconnaissance-level Historic Resources Survey Report (HRSR). 

 

For the purposes of this intensive study, the historic resources study 

area is limited to the propertyõs parcel, which comprises much of the 

city block bounded by East 3rd Street, the I-35 northbound frontage 

road, East 2nd Street, and Brushy Street. 

Section 106 Consulting Parties 

Á Public Involvement Outreach Efforts: 

 The proposed project includes ongoing focused Section 106 of the National Historic 

Preservation Act of 1966, as amended (Section 106) public involvement outreach, as well 

as incorporation of historic resources as part of the National Environmental Policy Act 

(NEPA) public involvement process. The Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) held a 

virtual Section 106 consulting parties meeting on October 6, 2021, to provide an overview 

of the project, cultural resources management as part of TxDOTõs project development 

process, consulting party opportunities and roles in the Section 106 process, and 

upcoming historic resources survey tasks and schedule. TxDOT posted the draft I-35 

Capital Express Central reconnaissance-level HRSR and seven intensive-level HRSRs on 

the project website for public access on May 24, 2022. A Section 106 consulting party 

meeting was held on June 10, 2022, to gather comments and questions. TxDOT will involve 

consulting parties throughout the Section 106 process, including a meeting to discuss 

project impacts and potential mitigation activities. Additional information on Section 106-

focused public involvement efforts for the I-35 Capital Express Central Project is included in 

the reconnaissance-level HRSR. 
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Á Identification of Section 106 Consulting Parties:  

 TxDOT identified 28 potential consulting parties for the I-35 Capital Express Central 

Project. Of the consulting parties, the following groups are most likely to have interest in 

Emmanuel UMC based on geographic location and/or historical associations: 

¶ Texas Historical Commission 

¶ Travis County Historical Commission 

¶ Preservation Austin 

¶ Preservation Texas 

¶ City of Austin Historic Landmark Commission/Historic Preservation Office 

¶ City of Austin Parks and Recreation Department (PARD), Historic Preservation 

and Tourism 

¶ Rainey Neighborhood Association 

¶ Swede Hill Neighborhood Association 

¶ Willow-Spence Historic District/East Cesar Chavez Neighborhood Contact Team 

Section 3 

¶ Six Square Cultural District 

¶ Black Austin Coalition 

¶ Austin Area Urban League 

¶ Black Leaders Collective 

Á Section 106 Review Efforts:  

 As noted above, TxDOT held a Section 106 consulting party meeting on October 6, 2021, to 

provide an overview of the project, cultural resources management as part of TxDOTõs 

project development process, consulting party opportunities and roles in the Section 106 

process, and upcoming historic resources survey tasks and schedule. On December 6, 

2021, TxDOT updated consulting parties on the in-progress cultural resources 

investigations via email. TxDOT provided another update and outlined upcoming steps in 

the Section 106 process via email on February 2, 2022. In this email, TxDOT reminded 

consulting parties of the opportunity to provide input on potentially historic resources in the 

project APE. Mead & Hunt contacted several consulting parties to request additional 

information in the course of developing the draft HRSR. These included: 

¶ City of Austin Historic Landmark Commission/Historic Preservation Office 

¶ City of Austin PARD, Historic Preservation and Tourism 

¶ Preservation Austin 

¶ Texas Historical Commission 

 

TxDOT initiated formal review of the draft I-35 Capital Express Central reconnaissance-level 

HRSR and seven intensive-level HRSRs on May 24, 2022. The HRSRs were posted to the 

project website. Consulting parties were notified and invited to send comments and 
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questions via email to the TxDOT project historian. A Section 106 consulting party meeting 

was held on June 10, 2022, to gather comments and questions. Section 106 consulting 

parties were also invited to request individual meetings with the TxDOT project historian if 

desired.  

 

Information provided to date by the consulting parties pertains to other resources and 

neighborhoods in the I-35 Capital Express Central Project area, and did not include 

information related to Emmanuel UMC. 

 

TxDOT will continue to involve consulting parties throughout the Section 106 process. A 

second meeting to discuss potential mitigation activities will be held at a date to be 

determined during the fall of 2022. Results of this meeting, including additional consulting 

party comments related to Emmanuel UMC, will be included in the final I-35 Capital 

Express Central reconnaissance-level HRSR.  

Á Summary of Consulting Parties Comments:  

 There have been no consulting party comments regarding the Emmanuel UMC to date. 

Stakeholders 

Á Stakeholder Outreach Efforts: 

 In addition to the Section 106 consulting parties, anticipated project stakeholders may 

include property owners, residents, and business owners in and near the project APE; 

neighborhood associations and planning contact teams; other neighborhood and 

community groups; and elected officials. 

 

A Mead & Hunt historian spoke with members of Emmanuel UMC on February 27, 2022, to 

gather additional information on the history of the church buildings and the congregation.  

Á Identification of Stakeholder Parties:  

 Reverend Yolanda Correa-Pintor 

Emmanuel UMC 

200 Brushy Street 

Austin, TX 78702 

(512) 472-4088 

Á Summary of Stakeholder Comments:  

 Discussions with Emmanuel UMC members on February 27, 2022, focused on a tour of the 

buildingsõ interiors and on historical information regarding the church buildings and 

congregation. No verbal comments regarding the I-35 Capital Express Central Project were 

received, other than a general interest in receiving project information as it is updated.  
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Project Setting/Study Area  

Á Study Area  

 The overall historic resources study area for the I-35 Capital Express Central Project 

extends 1,300 feet beyond maximum proposed right-of-way (ROW). For the purposes of this 

intensive survey, the study area is confined to the parcel boundary of Emmanuel UMC at 

200 Brushy Street (TCAD parcel 191639), comprising 0.56 acres. 

Á Previously Evaluated Historic Resources  

 Emmanuel UMC was recommended not eligible as a local landmark or for the NRHP as part 

of the 2016 East Austin Survey conducted by Hardy-Heck-Moore, Inc. (HHM, Inc.) (HHM ID 

2977). 

Á Previously Designated Historic Properties  

 There are no previously designated historic properties on this parcel. 

Á Previously Designated Historic Districts  

 There are no previously designated historic districts on this parcel. 

Á Historic Land Use  

 Prior to the construction of Emmanuel UMC at this location in 1952, the 1935 Sanborn 

map shows that five, one-story, frame dwellings occupied the eastern part of the block 

where the church would be located.1 Before that, the 1887 birdõs-eye map shows a church 

at the current Emmanuel UMC location and three other small buildings between that 

church and East 3rd Street.2 

Á Current Land Use and Environment  

 Emmanuel UMC is bordered by East 3rd Street to the north, the I-35 northbound frontage 

road to the west, East 2nd Street to the south, and Brushy Street to the west. The 

residential lots that formerly occupied the western portion of the block were removed with 

the construction of I-35, and Emmanuel UMC now directly abuts the frontage road to the 

west.  

Á Historic Period(s) and Property Types  

 The subject property is a church, primarily built in the 1950s and 1960s, that has served 

as a religious gathering place since its construction. Buildings within the religious complex 

 
1 òAustin, Texas, 1935 Vol. 1.,ó 1:600 (New York: Sanborn Map Company, 1935), Sheet 211, Library of 

Congress, https://www.loc.gov/item/sanborn08415_006/. 
2 Augustus Koch, òAustin, State Capital of Texas, 1887ó (Unknown, 1887), Perry-Castaneda Library at the 

University of Texas at Austin. 
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include: a 1952 building, the original sanctuary and classrooms, which now serves as the 

fellowship hall; a 1964 sanctuary; a 1964 wing with offices, classrooms, and a kitchen; and 

a 1978 addition. Altogether, the buildings were constructed between 1952 and 1978. 

Á Integrity of Historic Setting  

 The integrity of the original residential setting for the church has been diminished by the 

construction of I-35 to the west in the early 1960s, which cut through the western portion 

of the block where several houses had been located. Historic aerials show that former 

residences that had been located on the block east of Emmanuel UMC facing Brushy Street 

were replaced with a parking lot at some point between 1985 and 2002, and church 

members recalled that they were removed c.1990.3 East of I-35 in this area, recent 

commercial and mixed-use development along East 5th Street and teardowns along East 

Cesar Chavez Street reflect increasing development pressure in the area, although this 

encroachment is not as visible in the immediate vicinity of Emmanuel UMC. Detailed 

integrity information is provided in the NRHP Eligibility Recommendations section below. 

Survey Methods 

Á Methodological Description  

 The intensive study is in compliance with TxDOTõs latest Environmental Toolkit Standards 

and Historical Studies guidance. A reconnaissance-level survey has been performed for the 

full project corridor between US 290 East and US 290 West/SH 71. This intensive-level 

investigation focused on clarifying the NRHP eligibility of the Emmanuel UMC at 200 Brushy 

Street in East Austin. Maps are provided in Appendix D. The historic-age resource was 

identified using available historic maps, atlases, and aerials in combination with field 

observations. The property was evaluated for potential NRHP eligibility applying appropriate 

regional and thematic contexts. The historic context was developed using primary and 

secondary source material and information provided by local informants. 

 

On behalf of TxDOT ENV, Mead & Hunt performed an intensive survey of Emmanuel UMC in 

January and February 2022. Field survey for the property included detailed photography and 

fieldnotes recorded electronically on tablets. Mead & Hunt obtained interior access to the 

sanctuary and spoke with several longtime members during fieldwork. Survey photographs 

and field data were used to produce an inventory form for the historic-age resources (see 

Appendix C). 

 

 
3 òAerial Image, Austin, Texas, 1985,ó 1985, Historic Aerials by NETR Online, 

https://www.historicaerials.com/viewer; òAerial Image, Travis County, 2002,ó 2002, Google Earth Pro; Mike 

Rodriguez, Interview with Mead & Hunt, Inc., February 27, 2022. 
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Á Comments on Methods  

Investigations include one non-archaeological cultural resources intensive survey, including 

photographic documentation and research. Findings of the intensive survey are compiled 

into this HRSR completed in accordance with TxDOTõs Documentation Standard: Historical 

Resources Survey Report. 

Survey Results 

Á Project Area Description 

 This intensive survey focuses only on Emmanuel UMC, located in East Austin. As noted 

above, Emmanuel UMC encompasses an area bounded by East 3rd Street on the north, I-

35 northbound frontage road to the west, East 2nd Street to the south, and Brushy Street to 

the east. Emmanuel UMC continues in use as a religious property and is owned by the 

same congregation that originally organized in the late nineteenth century and constructed 

its first building on this property in 1952. 

Á Literature Review 

 Mead & Hunt consulted a range of primary and secondary sources to develop the historic 

context and reevaluate the subject property for NRHP eligibility. Below is a general 

description of sources used and how each informed the intensive survey. Individual 

resources are also identified in the References Cited section.  

 

The following secondary sources provided both general background information on the 

study area and property-specific information for the historic context: 

¶ Entries from the Handbook of Texas Online. 

 

¶ Historic contexts on the City of Austin and I-35 previously prepared by HHM, Inc.: 

o City of Austin Historic Resources Study, 2016. 

 

o Interstate Highway 35 Corridor Historic Resources Investigations, 2004. 

 

¶ Information on post-World War II (postwar) Modern churches from books and 

previous historic contexts: 

o Gretchen Buggeln, The Suburban Church: Modernism and Community in 

Postwar America. 

 

o Jason John Paul Haskins, òMarginalized Modernisms: Progressive 

Architecture for Minority, Immigrant, and Rural Churches in Texas.ó 
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o Mead & Hunt, Inc., Phase I Architecture/History Survey and Phase II 

Evaluation for the Rush Line Bus Rapid Transit Project, Ramsey County, 

Minnesota. 

 

o Larry Millett, Minnesota Modern: Architecture and Life at Midcentury. 

 

o Jay M. Price, Temples for a Modern God: Religious Architecture in Postwar 

America. 

 

¶ Information on postwar churches in Austin available online: 

o òArchives of the Rio Grande Annual Conferenceó available through the 

Southern Methodist University (SMU) Bridwell Library Perkins School of 

Theology website. 

 

o Graham Cumberbatch, òEast Austinõs Iconic Churches.ó 

 

o First Austin: A Baptist Community of Faith, òHistory of First Baptist Church.ó 

 

o MidTexMod: Docomomo_us, ò10 in õ10: #8 - First Baptist Church of Austin.ó 

 

The following historic mapping and aerial imagery sources obtained online were used to 

trace development patterns and land uses in the study area: 

¶ Historic and current aerial imagery obtained through Historicaerials.com, Google 

Earth, and U.S. Geographical Survey (USGS) Earth Explorer. 

 

¶ General Land Office Maps of Travis County available through the Portal to Texas 

History. 

 

¶ USGS topographic maps of Austin available through USGS TopoView. 

 

¶ Current property parcel data available from TCAD. 

 

¶ Historic Sanborn maps obtained through the University of Texas at Austin, Perry-

Castañeda Library Map Collection and through the Library of Congress website. 

 

¶ Birdõs-eye maps from the Perry-Castañeda Library Map Collection and Texas Historic 

Map Overlay. 

 

Property-specific primary source materials were obtained online and at the Austin History 

Center. These materials were used along with other sources to develop a historic overview 

of Emmanuel UMC. These sources included the following:  
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¶ Historic photos of Emmanuel UMC available at the Austin History Center. 

 

¶ Newspaper and journal articles about Emmanuel UMC available at the Austin 

History Center. 

 

¶ City directory entries for Emmanuel UMC available at the Austin History Center. 

 

¶ Building permits for Emmanuel UMC available at the Austin History Center. 

 

¶ Issues of the Austin American-Statesman and Austin American available through 

Newspapers.com. 

 

¶ Historic information on Emmanuel UMC available through Tejano Trails. 

 

¶ Current interior photos of Emmanuel UMC available through Google Maps. 

 

¶ Information on the current Emmanuel UMC congregation and worship services 

available on the church website as well as the United Methodist Church Rio Texas 

Conference 2021 Journal publication. 

 

¶ Information on the architecture firms that designed the church buildings available in 

Koyl, George S., and Gane, John F., eds. American Architects Directory Third Edition. 

Historical Context Statement 

 A historic context of the city of Austin, with Volume I focused on East Austin, was developed 

by HHM, Inc. for the City of Austin in 2016. Relevant sections of the historic context from this 

report are directly quoted and shown in italics to differentiate them from Mead & Huntõs 

authorship (note: all figure captions are shown in italics but were authored by Mead & Hunt). 

 

The subject congregation has gone by many different names over the years, including: 

¶ First Methodist Mexican Church (1891-1929) 

 

¶ Methodist Episcopal Church South/Mexican Methodist Church (1929-1944) 

 

¶ East Avenue Methodist Church (1944-1952) 

 

¶ Emmanuel Methodist Church/Iglesia Metodista Emanuel (1952-present; the word 

òUnitedó would have been added around 1968, when different sects of the 

international Methodist church merged)4 

 
4 òUnited Methodist Church,ó Encyclopedia Brittanica, March 17, 2022, 

https://www.britannica.com/topic/United-Methodist-Church. 
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For consistency, it is referred to as Emmanuel UMC throughout this report. 

 

The East Austin Hispanic Community 

According to HHM, Inc.õs report, Austinõs Mexican American community grew in East Austin 

throughout the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries: 

 

Although African Americans had a significant presence in Austin since the cityõs founding 

in 1839, the local Hispanic community remained relatively small during the 1800sõ last 

half. As early as the 1880s, many Mexican immigrants lived in a lowȤlying area along Shoal 

Creek below (south) and East Pine (5th) Street and near the [International-Great Northern] 

freight depot. Beginning around 1900 Emmanuel UMC was located at the corner of West 

4th Street and Nueces Street, one block from Shoal Creek. Others settled along Waller 

Creek along another floodȤprone area just west of East Avenue, which is where Emmanuel 

UMC would eventually relocate, one-half block east of Waller Creek at 9th Street and East 

Avenue. The local Hispanic population began to surge in the 1910s when Mexico 

experienced great political instability and revolution. Many Mexican citizens fled their 

home country for safety and to seek new opportunities, and settled in Austin and other 

parts of Texas. 

 

By the 1920s, development pressures began to force the enclave of Mexican Americans to 

relocate from the southwest corner of the original townsite due to the laying of multiple 

railroad spurs and the subsequent construction of new warehouses and other light 

industries in nearby areas. Most Mexican American families in East Austin in the 1920s 

lived along the railroad tracks, especially clustered near East 3rd Street and East Avenue. 

This trend continued into the 1930s and prompted several families to move to the less 

expensive and floodȤprone land south of Black neighborhoods on the other side of East 

Avenue (later IH 35). In 1925, Earl Connell prepared his masterõs thesis, which studied 

various locations where Austinõs Mexican American population lived. In addition to the 

Hispanic neighborhoods situated west of East Avenue, Connell stated that a compact 

group of 35 Mexican families lived on the opposite side of East Avenue and were 

interspersed with white and Black families in an area between East 7th and East 11th 

Streets. Connellõs findings are supported by the city directories and Sanborn Maps, which 

document the presence of a òMexican Baptist Churchó at 301 East Avenue by 1918 (no 

longer extant). Emmanuel UMC, which was located at 810 East Avenue by 1929, would 

have also served this community. Connellõs report did not extend to neighborhoods further 

east, north, or south of his limited study area. By the midȤtoȤlate 1920s, however, Mexican 

Americans and African Americans lived throughout the East Austin project area.5 

 
5 The boundaries of the East Austin survey area for the 2016 HHM study were IH 35 to the west, Manor 

Road to the north, Pleasant Valley Road/Capital Metro Rail Line to the east, and Lady Bird Lake to the south. 

HHM, Inc., City of Austin Historic Resources Survey: Final Report, Volume I (Prepared for the City of Austin, 

October 2016), 1, 29ð30. 
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[The policies adopted following the segregationist 1928 Koch and Fowler city plan] 

triggered enormous demographic shifts. The multiȤethnic quality that had once 

distinguished East Austin waned as Black and Hispanic populations largely replaced the 

Swede, German, and AngloȤAmerican communities in this area. This trend included African 

Americans, who moved into the area from other parts of the city, but also included a 

growing number of Mexican Americans, many of whom were new to Austin.é These 

immigrants sought steady jobs, better pay, and the opportunity to purchase land in the 

area. Toward the end of the 1920s, white residents of Austin began to react negatively to 

the Hispanic population boom, and like African Americans (yet to a lesser extent), 

Mexicans and Mexican Americans became targets of racial discrimination. Subject to 

limited housing choices due to the financial costs and racial covenants that barred sales to 

ònonȤCaucasians,ó Hispanics in Austin established their own enclave south of East 8th 

Street, near the Colorado Riverõs northern bank. These demographic shifts in East Austin 

and the restrictions imposed upon nonȤwhite residents living there made for a community 

with a sense of unity and selfȤreliance in the face of social injustice. The segregated district 

contained its own businesses, churches, schools, parks, public housing, and social 

communities.6 

 

é[C]hurchesécontribute[d] significantly to East Austinõs history and development. Initially, 

African Americans and Mexican Americans in Austin attended churches west of East 

Avenue in the cityõs downtown core, as part of white congregations. In most cases, they 

were required to sit in segregated areas. Some African American congregations even met 

in the basements or other facilities of sameȤ denomination churches.7 As African 

Americans and Mexican Americans established their own congregations, many of the 

congregations migrated to East Austin along with members of those communities.8 

 

During the postwar era, Mexican Americansñ previously concentrated south of East 7th 

Street, near the lowlands fronting the Colorado River and the industrial areas near the 

railroads along East 3rd and East 4th Streetsñbegan to intersperse with Black residents 

north of East 7th Street.9 Following the 1958 òAustin Plan,ó which was an urban renewal 

plan that was never fully implemented but was influential to city planning, the area of East 

Austin south of East 7th Street attracted an increasing number of Hispanic residents.10 The 

relocation of Emmanuel UMC east of East Avenue in the 1950s reflects these demographic 

trends. 

 

 

 
6 HHM, Inc., City of Austin Historic Resources Survey: Final Report, Volume I, 62ð64. 
7 HHM, Inc., City of Austin Historic Resources Survey: Final Report, Volume I, 46. 
8 HHM, Inc., City of Austin Historic Resources Survey: Final Report, Volume I, 47, 64. 
9 HHM, Inc., City of Austin Historic Resources Survey: Final Report, Volume I, 95. 
10 HHM, Inc., City of Austin Historic Resources Survey: Final Report, Volume I, 109. 
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In the late 1950s and early 1960s East Avenueõs transformation into IH 35 reinforced the 

segregated division between the largely white population of Central and West Austin and 

the largely Black and Hispanic population in East Austin south of Manor Road. The 

eradication of East Avenue severed connections to neighborhoods and institutions that 

connected Austinõs east side to downtown, including the Rainey Street neighborhood, 

Palm School, 6th Street, and the Waller Creek/Red River area. The intrusion of IH 35 led 

to the eventual demolition of Samuel Huston College, Winn School, East Avenue Park, and 

numerous other homes and businesses that once lined East Avenue.11 Adjacent to 

Emmanuel UMC, the houses that once occupied the western portion of the block were 

demolished and the I-35 northbound frontage road took their place. 

 

During the late twentieth century and again in the early twentyȤfirst century, East Austin 

experienced rapid growth and is now one of the cityõs fastest growing urbanized areas. 

This growth has raised property values across the entire city, but its effect has been felt 

most dramatically in many parts of East Austin. Many of the residents who have called this 

area home have now been priced out of their neighborhoods. This trend has led to the 

demolition of many historic properties and the construction of new mixedȤused and 

commercial buildings that share none of the physical attributes that historically 

characterized the area. Despite such threats, many parts of East Austin still survive and 

remain as tangible links to the communityõs proud past.12 

 

Spanish-Speaking Methodists in Texas 

The Methodist Church began ministering to Spanish-speaking Texans in 1874, when the 

West Texas Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, started a Spanish-

speaking district. The Mexican Border Mission Conference formed in 1885 and boasted 

1,370 congregants at that time. By the time the Texas Mexican Mission formed in 1914, 

encompassing Spanish-speaking churches located east of the Pecos River, it had 1,876 

members. This group evolved into an annual conference of Spanish-speaking Methodists 

with 3,837 members in 1930. In 1939 the group changed its name to the Rio Grande 

Conference, which encompassed Spanish-speaking Methodist congregations in Texas and 

some in New Mexico.13 By 1955 the conference represented as many as 12,000 Spanish-

speaking Methodists.14 Emmanuel UMC was a longstanding member of the Spanish-

speaking Methodist conferences, hosting the Methodist Mexican Border Mission 

Conference in 1914 and the Rio Grande Conference in 1955.15 While Spanish-speaking 

 
11 HHM, Inc., City of Austin Historic Resources Survey: Final Report, Volume I, 140. 
12 HHM, Inc., City of Austin Historic Resources Survey: Final Report, Volume I, 153. 
13 Norman W. Spellmann, òMethodist Church,ó Texas State Historical Association Handbook of Texas, 

December 8, 2020, https://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/entries/methodist-church. 
14 Ruth Prouse and Darlene Prouse, òOur New Home Mission Project,ó The University Methodist, April 

1955, 7. 
15 òMethodists in Conference to Speak Spanish,ó Austin American-Statesman, November 16, 1914; 

òMethodist Conference Dated Here,ó The Austin American, June 5, 1955. 
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congregations united with non-Spanish-speaking ones in 1939 as part of the larger 

Methodist Church in Texas, the Rio Grande conference remained in place as a separate 

administrative body until 2015, when it merged with the Southwest Texas Conference to 

become the Rio Texas Conference of the United Methodist Church.16 

 

History of Emmanuel UMC Congregation 

Reverend Tranquilino del Valle founded the congregation that would become Emmanuel 

UMC on February 8, 1891, as the First Methodist Mexican Church. The church, which was 

the first Protestant congregation for Mexican Americans in Austin, met at a house located 

in West Central Austin.17 Reverend del Valle served until 1894.18 By 1900 Reverend G.A. 

Velasquez was leading the church, which met at his house at 312 Nueces Street 

(nonextant) on the corner of 4th Street in downtown Austin.19 The congregation was growing 

during this time. As Reverend Velasquez wrote in a public notice in the Austin American-

Statesman in March 1900: 

 

Permit me to make one more appeal to the Christian people of Austin in behalf of 

our congregation, which is growing larger and larger until it is not only difficult but 

impossible to accommodate them in our present place of worship. We have to put 

the seats so close together that the congregation can not kneel down while praying, 

and part of the congregation have to stand on the outside.20 

 

As is indicated by this notice, Reverend Velasquez was an important leader for the 

congregation, advocating for donations and employment for members. Research did not 

indicate whether Emmanuel UMC constructed a larger church building under his tenure; 

regardless, as of 1917 the church was still located at the corner of Nueces and 4th 

Streets.21 Throughout the 1910s and early 1920s the congregation remained active, with 

longstanding Reverend Basilio Soto starting a traveling Sunday school that served areas 

outside of Austin.22 In 1914 the church hosted the Methodist Mexican Border Mission 

Conference, which gathered approximately 25 representatives from Spanish-speaking 

Methodist congregations throughout the region.23 

 

 
16 Spellmann, òMethodist Churchó; òArchives of the Rio Grande Annual Conference,ó SMU Bridwell Library: 

Perkins School of Theology, n.d., 

https://www.smu.edu/Bridwell/SpecialCollectionsandArchives/Exhibitions/Archives/RioGrande; Mickey 

McCandless, ed., òUnited Methodist Church Rio Texas Conference: Annual Conference 2021 Journal,ó June 

2021, 4. 
17 òIglesia Metodista Emanuel,ó The Tejano Trails, 2022, http://www.tejanotrails.com/phase1sites/iglesia-

metodista-emanuel/. 
18 òEmmanuel Methodist Church,ó Austin American-Statesman, May 20, 1967, AF - CHURCHES - 

METHODIST C3690 (5), Austin History Center. 
19 òMexican Methodists,ó Austin American-Statesman, March 18, 1900; òIglesia Metodista Emanuel.ó 
20 òMexican Methodists.ó 
21 òRev. Antonio R. Soto,ó Austin American-Statesman, August 2, 1917. 
22 òIglesia Metodista Emanuel.ó 
23 òMethodists in Conference to Speak Spanish.ó 
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Emmanuel UMC moved locations at least two times during the 1920s. By 1927 city 

directory records indicate that the church had migrated eastward across East Avenue (now 

I-35) to 1201 East 4th Street (nonextant) at the corner of Waller Street; however, this move 

appears to have been short-lived.24 Also in 1927 an article in the Austin-American 

announced, òA Petition of the city mission board of Methodist churches to have a building 

at 810 East Avenue which will be used as a church and social center for Mexicans put 

under the ôchurch rateõ for water and light,ó which the city council granted.25 In 1929 the 

new church building (nonextant) was constructed on the west side of East Avenue at the 

corner of East 9th Street. It is listed in the city directory that year as the òMethodist 

Episcopal Church South (Mexican)ó at 810 East Avenue.26 The congregation appears to 

have thrived at its East Avenue location. The 1935 Sanborn map (see Figure 1) shows it as 

a one-story frame building with projecting bay along East Avenue and attached dwelling to 

the south that is likely the parsonage.27  

 

 
Figure 1. Mexican Methodist Church at 810 East Avenue, as shown (highlighted in yellow) 

on the 1935 Sanborn Map.28 

 

By the mid-1940s Emmanuel UMC again faced changes, this time to its finances, name, 

and property. Since 1929 the church belonged to the Austin Board of City Missions and 

received administration and funding from that group. In 1944 the church became self-

supporting. That same year the congregation purchased a property adjoining its 810 East 

 
24 òAustin City Directory Notes,ó n.d., AF - CHURCHES - METHODIST Emmanuel C3690 (5), Austin History 

Center. 
25 òA Petition of the City Mission,ó The Austin American, March 4, 1927. 
26 òIglesia Metodista Emanueló; òAustin City Directory Notes.ó 
27 òAustin, Texas, 1935 Vol. 1.,ó Sheet 28. 
28 òAustin, Texas, 1935 Vol. 1.ó 
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Avenue location for $5,500, originally intending to build a new church and education 

building on that site. They also changed their name to East Avenue Methodist Church.29 City 

directories indicate that the congregation was located at 810 East Avenue as late as 

1947. 30 By 1948, however, the congregation sought bids to purchase its lots on the east 

side of East Avenue, describing the location as an òunusually well located business 

propertyéon the proposed INTER-REGIONAL HIGHWAY.ó31  

 

Emmanuel UMC began the process of moving to the east side of East Avenue in the early 

1950s, identifying a location for a new building along Brushy Street between East 3rd Street 

and East 2nd Street in the heart of East Austinõs growing Mexican American community. The 

move and new building were sponsored by prominent Mexican American community 

members including Eva Garcia Carrillo, who had founded of the cityõs first Spanish 

language newspaper, La Vanguardia.32 A building permit was issued in September 1951 

for a òmasonry church building, 200 Brushy Street, $36,000,ó and groundbreaking 

occurred on November 18 of that year. The prominent local architecture firm of Kuehne, 

Brooks, & Barr (see Contemporary Architecture below) designed the building, and C. Ben 

Hibbets served as contractor.33 

 

The new sanctuary and classroom building was completed in April 1952 and the church 

renamed Emmanuel Methodist Church at that time (see Figure 2).34 After the sanctuary 

opened, attendance at weekly services increased from 90 to over 160.35 The congregation 

moved its former frame church building (nonextant) from the 810 East Avenue location to 

the new property on Brushy Street, using it as a kitchen, dining hall, classroom, and storage 

room (see Figure 3).36 In 1953 parishioners dedicated a parsonage at 4601 East Avenue 

(nonextant).37 

 

A 1955 article in the University Methodist highlighted the thriving Emmanuel UMC 

congregation. By this time it had 300 members that represented a mix of immigrants, 

migrant workers, and college graduates and students. It was one of only three local 

Protestant churches that specifically served Austinõs Mexican American population, the 

others being Baptist and Presbyterian.38 The church would host the regional Rio Grande 

 
29 òMexican Methodist Church Changes Name, Gets New Site,ó The Austin American, July 29, 1944. 
30 òAustin City Directory Notes.ó 
31 òSealed Bids Invited,ó The Austin American, March 21, 1948. 
32 òIglesia Metodista Emanuel.ó 
33 òBuilding Permits Issued,ó Austin American-Statesman, September 18, 1951; òGroundbreaking 

Sunday,ó The Austin American, November 17, 1951. 
34 òInauguration Rites Set by Methodists,ó Austin American-Statesman, April 17, 1952. 
35 Prouse and Prouse, òOur New Home Mission Project,ó 6. 
36 Prouse and Prouse, òOur New Home Mission Project,ó 7; òBuilding Permit: East Avenue Methodist 

Church, 200 Brushy Street,ó November 4, 1952, Building Permit Records, Austin History Center. 
37 òParsonage Dedication to Be Held Sunday,ó The Austin American, June 5, 1953. 
38 Prouse and Prouse, òOur New Home Mission Project,ó 6. 
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Conference of Spanish-speaking Methodists that year, and regularly held talks and events 

in Spanish (see Figure 4). Although the new sanctuary and classrooms had only just been 

completed, the space was already crowded, and the church was exploring options for 

expansion. To this end it received support from the University Methodist Church, which had 

identified Emmanuel UMC as its ònew home mission.ó As of 1955 University Methodist 

Church was contributing $500 per year toward a new building fund for Emmanuel UMC, 

and a member of the University Methodist Church was paying the $10,000 per year 

mortgage on the 1952 sanctuary and classroom building.39 

 

 
Figure 2. Original sanctuary at 200 Brushy Street in 1953.40 

 

 
39 Prouse and Prouse, òOur New Home Mission Project,ó 7. 
40 òEmanuel Latin American Methodist Church,ó October 18, 1953, AF - CHURCHES - METHODIST C3690 

(5), Austin History Center. 
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Figure 3. Emmanuel UMC in the mid-1950s including the former frame church building 

(left) and 1952 brick sanctuary (right).41 

 

 
41 Prouse and Prouse, òOur New Home Mission Project,ó 7. 
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Figure 4. c.1960 advertisement for an evangelical missionary event hosted by 

Emmanuel UMC.42 

 

Notably, the block that Emmanuel UMC was located on was bisected by the construction of 

I-35 in the late 1950s and early 1960s. The houses that fronted East Avenue on the west 

side of the block were demolished to allow for construction of the highway and frontage 

road. The new I-35 northbound frontage road passed directly to the west of the church 

complex (see Figure 5). 

 

 
42 òWitness Mission,ó n.d., AF - CHURCHES - METHODIST C3690 (5), Austin History Center. 
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Figure 5. I-35 under construction in 1960 with Emmanuel UMC (in yellow box).43 

 

By September 1963 planning and fundraising for additional space came to fruition with the 

groundbreaking for a new sanctuary and education building. This would replace the former 

frame church building that had been moved to the site. The structure was designed by local 

architecture firm Barnes, Landes, Goodman, and Youngblood (see Contemporary 

Architecture below) and cost $100,000.44 The contractor was D.B. Ware.45  

 

The new sanctuary (see Figures 6 and 7) opened in March 1964 with seating for 275. The 

attached wing to the north provided classrooms, offices, and a kitchen. By 1967 the 

congregation had 435 members and was bilingual with English classes for children and 

young adults, Spanish classes for adults, and mostly Spanish services with occasional 

English offerings. The church also hosted the Emmanuel Day Care Center onsite, with 70 

children enrolled, as part of Community Action Program of Austin.46 Reverend Roberto 

Escamilla, who led the church in the mid-1960s, was recognized for his contributions to the 

social welfare of the Hispanic community, both locally and nationally. He served as a 

founding member of the Austin Community Association, chairman of the social welfare 

department of the Austin Council of Churches, and as editor of a national publication for 

Spanish-speaking churches, Nueva Senda.47  

 

 
43 Texas Department of Transportation, 7761 IH 35, Austin, Downtown Construction, May 1960, TxDOT 

Photo Library. 
44 òChurch to Launch Building Today at 3,ó The American-Statesman, August 22, 1963. 
45 òDedication Set by Emmanuel Methodist,ó Austin American-Statesman, April 12, 1964. 
46 òEmmanuel Methodist Church.ó 
47 òCity Pastor Gets Honor,ó Austin American-Statesman, March 6, 1963. 
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Figure 6. c.1970 photograph of Emmanuel UMC showing the 1964 sanctuary (left) and 

1952 fellowship hall and classrooms (right). This photograph was taken prior to 

construction of an addition along the side of the sanctuary in 1978.48 

 

 
Figure 7. c.1970 photograph of Emmanuel UMC showing the 1952 fellowship hall (left) 

and 1964 sanctuary (right), prior to erection of a fence enclosing the courtyard between 

the two buildings.49 

 

 
48 Nolen E. Williamson, òEmanuel [Sic.] Methodist Church,ó n.d., AF-CHURCHES C3690(5), Austin History Center. 
49 ò[Emmanuel Methodist Church],ó n.d., AF - CHURCHES - METHODIST C3690 (5) Emanuel, Austin History Center. 
































